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Dedication

To my two wonderful daughters, Martina
and Nicoletta. May they always believe in
the beauty of their dreams and have the
strength to realize them.

Pasquale Loiacono

To my beloved daughter, Alice, an
irreplaceable source of energy, and
to my great friend and master of life,

Sandro Rodaro.

Luca Pascoletti



Foreword

Writing the foreword to a text requires a great
moral and ethical commitment and, I would
add, is an important responsibility toward both
the authors and the readers. When my friends,
Pasquale Loiacono and Luca Pascoletti, the
authors of Photography in Dentistry, asked me
towrite the foreword to their book, Iwas pleased
and honored to give a brief introduction to this
work for two reasons. First, I have known the
authors for several years and have followed the
path of their professional growth; second, they
are dear friends, and I feel a particular bond of
affection toward them.

The major innovation represented by this text
is the formation of the team of the two authors,
who possess extraordinary qualities and gifts.
This fine union of distinct talents has resulted
in a work that is scientific and, at the same
time, practical. The authors have interacted
well together to create a text that is cohesive
and extremely useful from a didactic point
of view. It provides the reader—the novice or

expert dentist-photographer—with a complete
guide for obtaining excellent photographic
documentation.

I can only express my most sincere
compliments to the two authors for achieving
a work in which the content and form is well
rounded, complete, and supported by excellent
illustrations—in other words, a work which
I would have been pleased to have written
myself. I am, therefore, convinced that this
book will be greatly appreciated and put to good
use by both novice dentists, aiming to acquire
the techniques of photography, and skilled
clinicians, who will certainly find theories and
ideas to put into practice straightaway.

With my most sincere compliments,

Domenico Massironi, MD, DMD
Private Practice
Milan, Italy



Preface

The idea of creating a manual of photography
for dentists originated from a specific cultural
frame of reference, the Massironi Study
Club, which is based upon the philosophy
and teachings of Dr Domenico Massironi.
We consider this work to be one of the many
fruits borne from the tireless and visionary
work of our “Maestro.” We are aware that he
is not keen on being defined in this manner;
however, the influence of his teachings and
his scientific rigor leads us to consider him
with such profound affection and respect
that we are unable to express ourselves in
any other way. Thus, a warm thank you goes
to him and to all friends of the Massironi
Study Club with whom we share an exciting
journey of personal and professional growth.

Why a book on photography?

First, we love and strongly believe in
photography as a fundamental means towards
our professional evolution. On a daily basis,
it allows us to verify the path of our learning
and to relate, in a positive way, to patients
and colleagues alike. Our love of photography,
together with our love of our profession, has
alwaysled us to wonder how so many competent
professionals consider themselves unable to
take photographs that are comparable to the
quality of their own work. This false conviction
deprives them the opportunity to be appreciated

by a wider audience or, more simply, to record
their own professional path.

Our second fundamental motivation is an
awareness that the current approach towards
dental photography is totally lacking in
standardized procedures or agreed-upon rules,
which are present in all other traditional
dental disciplines. Many colleagues turn
to nonspecialized photographers to obtain
information or to learn how to take dental
photographs. However, the answers they
receive are vague and often based on strictly
commercial interests rather than the outcome
of rigorous scientific reasoning.

We believe that any dentist can quickly
acquire the rudimentary skills needed to take
more-than-adequate photographs or, with
very little extra effort, even excellent ones.
The real problem is that there are very few
comprehensive books on photography designed
and written by dentists for dentists. Because
we believe that only an insider can be aware
of the day-to-day problems that we face in our
profession, we were keen to put our knowledge
at the disposal of our colleagues, in the hopes of
spreading the use of this valuable instrument.

Pasquale Loiacono and Luca Pascoletti
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1 . Olympus
2 . Panasonic
3 . Micro Four Thirds
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Medivm format

(Nodak KAF 3900 sensor)
30.7x39mm

1977 mm’

35 mm “full frame™ APS-H (Canon) APS-C (Niken)
36x24 mm 28.7x19 mm ~23.6x15.7 mm
864 mm’ 548 mm’ ~370 mm*

L.r" 1/1.8" 1/2.5"
7.6x5.7 mm J18x5.32 mm  5.76x4.29 mm
43 mm* 38 mm? 25 mm?
AP5-C (Canon)
22.2x14.8 mm

329 mm*
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